Call for Proposals:
Slavery and the Underground Railroad:
the Larger Context, the Lingering Legacy

The 13" Annual Underground Railroad Public History Conference
Organized by Underground Railroad History Project of the Capital Region, Inc.

April 11-13, 2014 at Russell Sage College, Troy, NY

In 2014 Underground Railroad History Project of the Capital Region has chosen to focus on the role of
davery asthe impetus for the Underground Railroad movement, and to investigate the legacy of Slavery
against which the Underground Railroad is interpreted and made relevant for ustoday. The enslavement
of African descended people in the Americas, and the United States in particular, has contributed to the
historical and cultural setting in which we find ourselves.

We invite proposals that address reinterpretations, teaching, new research, and other ways that illustrate,
address and celebrate the story historically and contemporarily. Also welcomed are proposals related to
the Underground Railroad Movement, enslavement, or emancipation in the United States, and the
relevance for us today.

Possible questions to be considered:

e What regional, national, and international realities contributed to or were reflected in both
enslavement and resistance?

e What policies and precedents shaped the legal standing of enslaved and newly freed people?

e |sthere an enduring impact of enslavement on the African-American family? How can it be
identified?

¢ How has enslavement become reshaped and re-created in law and in fact since the Civil War?

e How has representation of slavery and the Underground Railroad shifted through time?

Proposals on related questions, not directly on this theme, are also welcomed.

Roundtable and interactive workshop experiences are encouraged. Panels, cultural and artistic activities,
and media productions are welcome. Workshop topics will be paired if thematically related. Workshops
will be 75 minutes long.

Proposals should include: (1) title, (2) brief content description, (3) type of presentation,
(4) names and full contact information, including titles, of presenters/facilitators, (5) target audience
(youth, adult, multi-age, family with young children), and (6) technology needs.

Proposals should be submitted by October 17, 2013

Postal mail to URHPCR, PO Box 10851, Albany, NY 12201 or via email to urhpcr2014@gmail.com

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD HISTORY PROJECT OF THE CAPITAL REGION, INC. researches, preserves,
and retells New Y ork’ s regional history of the Underground Railroad Movement in its national and international
context, highlighting the role of African-American freedom seekers and abolitionists, and relating that history
with ustoday.
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