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ence yet. Over 350 people attended Saturday
workshops alone for the Fifth Anniversary UGR

History Conference at Russell Sage College the las
weekend in February. While the majority of partici- _.

pants came from the Capital Region, many came

from communities scattered throughout New York,

Massachusetts and Vermont. Still others came
from as far away as Arizona, California, Colorado,

Delaware, lowa, Kentucky, Maryland, New Jersey,

Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Ontario.

This year we added a Friday evening dinner, wit
guest speaker Professor David Blight, Director of
the Gilder-Lehrman Center for the Study of Slav-
ery, Resistance, and Abolition at Yale University.
To a sold out audience Blight addressed the role

played by myth and memory in shaping our knowl-

edge of the past, especially of the Civil War and

(

t was our most ambitious and successful confer-

ning dance party led by old-time fiddler Earl
White. But White led the several dozen people

slavery. The effect of such influences on our use off@thered there through a spirited and amazing ex-

historical evidence gener-
ated a lively discussion,

during the question and
answer period as well as
after the dinner. Professor

Erica Ball of Union Col-
lege addressed the Satur-
day plenary on the net-
works of “brothers, sisters

" #3
% &%'

and revolutionaries” that

sustained the Under-
ground Railroad as a so-

cial movement.
Cold and blustery

ol weather cut into atten-

dance at the Saturday eve-

perience of mid-nineteenth century history in mu-
sic and dance. White displayed some remarkable
fiddling and caller Gail Griffith skillfully guided
novices through complicated and challenging
dance steps.

A dozen conference participants attended Sun-
day’s religious service at Oakwood Street Presby-
terian Church, the descendent of Henry Highland
Garnet’s Liberty Street Presbyterian Church. They,
other conference participants, and members of the
congregation, gathered for lunch before embarking
on a walking tour of two of Troy’s most signifi-
cant Underground Railroad locations. Refresh-
ments following the tour provided a pleasant con-
clusion to the conference weekend.

As at past conferences, we asked participants to
provide feedback on their experience. Many

(Continued on page 4)
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e are pleased to report that in early March we

were able to have engineer Ed Meade of Robert
Silman Associates, P.C. visit the Stephen and Harriet
Myers Residence and evaluate it thoroughly. His final
report will provide details on the extent of the struc-
tural problems as well as directions for their resolu-
tion. At this point it is estimated that the structural
restoration of the Residence will cost $1,500,000.

A full-scale grant-writing campaign is now under-
way; at the same time we are planning a capital cam-
paign and a public fund drive for the fall. We hope
you will join with us to raise the funds needed to
restore and preserve this national treasure.

Additionally, URHPCR has purchased from Albany
city and county three nearby properties that will be
part of a UGR campus. One of these properties was
the residence of Albany Vigilance Committee mem-
ber Dr. Thomas Elkins during 1850 - 1864. Volunteers
are needed for clean-up, maintenance, and gardening
at these properties. Contact us or join us for clean-up
session - dates are listed in News and Notes.
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Stephen and Harriet Myers Residence and associated
propertyclean-updates: Saturdays - 9am - 1pm -
May 20, June 17, July 15, August 19, September 16

n Underground Railroad Tour, “Going to the oyr nextBoard Meeting will be on Tuesday, July 18
Promised Land: A Canadian Adventure” will 5t 5:30pm. Location TBA.

travel north on August 21-24. For more information

on this exciting adventure, contact Debi Craig at Pioneer Savings Bank’'sontribution to the Novem-

dcraigl@ nycap.rr.com ber Jazz Event was not noted in the list of supporters.
We thank them for their financial support.

Welcome tanew and renewed memberslLisa
Anderson, Marey Bailey, Roseann Buchnel, Sharé¥d you know? Enslaved Afro-Canadians escaped
Calhoun, Castellani Art Museum, Capital District Iéom fan?dﬁa to freedom in Detr]f)it, Michigan inh1805.
Chapter of the Coalition of Black Trade Unionists, erard.T. Ato ,Amongst My Best Men, African Americans in the War
Judf Doesschate, Anthony Falco, Jean Forti, of 1812Onio: The Perry Group, 1996)
Historic Albany Foundation, Trudy Hutchinson,
Suzanne Isaksen, Rebecca Johnson, Deborah
LaFond, Joanna Patience, Billie Luisi Potts, Lucy
Pagan, Virgia Phoenix, Louise Remick, Michael ours of underground railroad sites in downtown
Rice & Sondra Spronkling, Jacqueline Robinson, Albany began on March 1Sundaywalking
Sheila Rorke, Cynthia Seacord, Joyce Lee Williansurs depart at 2 pm from the Albany Heritage Area
Catherine Standford, Katherine Storms, Visitors Center. Call 518-432-4432 for information.
Arthur Ware lll, Judy Wellman Remaining tour dates:

May 21, June 11, July 16, Aug 20, Sept 17, Oct 15
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(Continued from page 1)

people praised the conference as “fun,”
“inspiring,” “enlightening,” and “exceptional.”
Many also offered useful suggestions for future
conferences. Among the improvements they pro-
posed were lengthening each workshop, allowing
more time between sessions, extending work-
shops over two days, and building in more time
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for networking. We will be considering these sug-
gestions as we plan for the 2007 UGR history con-
ference.

SAVE THE DATE for the 6th annual UGR
History Conference February 23, 24, 25, 2007 at
the College of St. Rose, Albany, New York
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD: UNCOVERING
THE VOICES OF WOMEN




